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relationship with China. We need to make our
relationship more dynamic and effective, given
the growing number of common global and re-
gional challenges that our countries face.

And I’m very much looking forward to my
visit to China in November. I want to take co-
operation on a range of global and regional
and bilateral to a new level, and I appreciate
the excellent cooperation that you have al-
ready showed to our advance team. So we’re
very welcome, and I think that will be an ex-
cellent visit.

President Hu. Thank you, Mr. President, for
your warm and friendly remarks. I’m happy to
see that now China-U.S. relationship has
shown a sound growth momentum on the
whole.

The agreement you and I arrived at, at our
London meeting, in a number of areas is being
implemented, and our two sides are now
working together to build a positive, coopera-
tive, and comprehensive relationship for the
21st century.

I always agree that a good China-U.S. rela-
tionship not only serves the fundamental inter-
est of both China and the United States and
the two peoples but also contributes to peace,

stability, and the prosperity in the Asia-Pacific
region and in the world at large.

The Chinese side is willing to work with the
United States to keep our bilateral relationship
firmly along the right course and deepen our
pragmatic cooperation in a wide range of ar-
eas. The Chinese side is also willing to work
with the United States to properly handle sen-
sitive issues to ensure that our relationship will
continue to grow on a sound and steady
course.

I’d also like to avail myself of this opportuni-
ty to thank you, Mr. President, for——

[At this point, the meeting continued, but no
transcript was provided.]

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:47 p.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to State Councilor Dai Bingguo, Vice
Premier Wang Qishan, and chairman of the
National People’s Congress Wu Bangguo of
China. The President also referred to the U.S.-
China Strategic Economic Dialogue. Presi-
dent Hu spoke in Chinese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter. Audio was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks at the Fifth Annual Meeting of the Clinton Global Initiative in New
York City
September 22, 2009 

Thank you very much. Please, please have a
seat. Thank you. Thank you so much. Good
evening. And thank you, President Clinton, for
the extraordinarily brief introduction
which—[laughter]—during the U.N. General
Assembly week does not happen that often.
[Laughter]

I want to acknowledge Bob Harrison and
the outstanding work that he’s doing as CEO
of CGI, as well as Ed Hughes, the deputy di-
rector of CGI, for their excellent work.

Some of you are aware that last week, Presi-
dent Clinton and I were here in New York to-
gether; we were having lunch in a small Italian
restaurant. And we talked about the economy;
we talked about health care; we talked about
pressing global challenges. And then he said to

me, “Would you pass the Parmesan?” [Laugh-
ter] And then he said to me, “Would you speak
to our annual meeting?”

Now, I think everyone knows what it’s like
when Bill Clinton asks you to make a commit-
ment. [Laughter] He looks you in the eye; he
feels your pain. [Laughter] He makes you feel
like you’re the only person in the room. What
could I say? I was vulnerable, just as all of you
have been—[laughter]—vulnerable to his
charms.

So I am happy to be here and honored by
the invitation. And I’ve always appreciated
President Clinton’s valuable advice and the
ideas that he’s offered my administration. I do
understand that the President’s been having
trouble getting ahold of my Secretary of State
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lately. [Laughter] But I hope he doesn’t mind,
because Hillary Clinton is doing an outstanding
job for this Nation, and we are so proud of her. 

I also want to just very briefly take this op-
portunity to thank President Clinton for his ser-
vice. In his 8 years in office, he helped swing
open the doors of opportunity and prosperity to
millions of Americans. And as the first U.S.
President to face the full force of globalization,
he worked to share that prosperity with people
around the world, from promoting trade to ex-
panding education to forging a historic global
compact on debt relief.

After a lifetime of service, he would have
been forgiven had he settled for a life of quiet, a
life of ease, a life of improved golf scores—my
understanding is they have not improved that
much—[laughter]—since he was in office. But
he chose a different path. He asked, “What can
I do to keep making a difference?”

And what an extraordinary difference he,
working with all of you, have made. For the vic-
tims of disaster, from the Asian tsunami to Hur-
ricane Katrina, he’s made a difference. For
those in need, from parents and children bat-
tling HIV/AIDS to your efforts today on behalf
of the people of Haiti, he’s made a difference.
It’s no exaggeration: Around the world, Bill
Clinton has helped to improve and save the
lives of millions. That is no exaggeration.

And this week, even as we gather at the Unit-
ed Nations to discuss what governments can do
to confront the challenges of our time, even as
we’ve—we’re joined tonight by so many ex-
traordinary leaders, Presidents and Prime Min-
isters—this Global Initiative reminds us of what
we can each do as individuals, that you don’t
have to hold a public office to be a public ser-
vant. That’s the beauty of service: Anybody can
do it, and everyone should try.

To all the CGI members here tonight, I want
you to know how grateful I am for your efforts,
and I know that those efforts require greater
commitment at such difficult economic times.
Indeed, your work, and the spirit of service be-
hind it, is deeply personal to me. I’ve seen it.
I’ve been shaped by it my entire life.

I first saw it in my mother; she was an anthro-
pologist who dedicated her life to understand-
ing and improving the lives of the rural poor,

from Indonesia to Pakistan. Whether working
with USAID or the Asian Development Bank,
the Ford Foundation, Bank Rakyat in Jakarta,
or Women’s World Banking here in New York,
she championed the cause of women’s welfare
and helped pioneer the microloans that have
helped lift millions from poverty.

So my mother understood that whether you
live in the foothills of Java or the skyscrapers of
Manhattan, we all share common principles:
justice and progress, tolerance and the dignity
of all human beings. And we all share common
aspirations, for ourselves and for our children:
to get an education, and to work with dignity,
and to live in peace and security.

That’s where I first saw that spirit. That’s
who planted it in me. And I saw this spirit again
when I moved to Chicago, working as a commu-
nity organizer on some of the poorest streets in
some of the poorest neighborhoods in the Unit-
ed States. In neighborhoods devastated by steel
plant closings, I worked with local churches to
help people in need. And change didn’t come
easy, but with a lot of time and effort, it did
come, block by block, neighborhood by neigh-
borhood.  

That’s when I learned that real progress does
not just come from the top down, not just from
government; it comes from the bottom up, from
people. If you want to bring about change in the
world, you can’t just be an advocate of some-
body else doing it. You can’t just preach lofty
goals and wait for somebody else to act. You
have to step up. You have to serve. 

I’ve seen this spirit of service in my wife Mi-
chelle, one of the millions of people whose lives
have been touched by AmeriCorps, created by
President Clinton. She left her job at a law firm
to be the founding director of an AmeriCorps
program in Chicago that trains young people for
careers in public service. I’ve seen the transfor-
mation that occurs—in their lives, in
hers—when people are empowered to live their
dreams.

And that’s the spirit that’s represented here
tonight, in the difference that CGI members
have made around the world: the greenhouse
gases you’ve cut; the entrepreneurs you’ve em-
powered with microloans; all the people—many
of them children—you’ve helped to lead
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healthier, more productive lives—more than
200 million in more than 150 countries. That’s
the meaning of service. That’s the difference
we can make when we remember our com-
mon humanity, or when we embrace our com-
mon responsibilities, when we recognize our
common destiny.

Your ability to serve people in the discon-
nected corners of the world reminds us of an-
other truth: We stand at a transformational
moment in world history, when our intercon-
nected world presents us at once with great
promise, but also with great peril. The very
technologies that empower us to create and
build also empower those who would destroy
and disrupt, the extremists in the mountains of
Afghanistan and Pakistan who fuel attacks
from New York to London to Bali, from Mom-
basa to Madrid to Mumbai.

Reckless speculation in any financial sector
of the world, or someone’s failure to pay a
mortgage in Florida can contribute to a global
recession that undermines all of us. Poverty in
Somalia, or the poppy fields in Afghanistan,
the northbound flow of drugs from Colombia,
and the southbound flow of American guns
and cash into Mexico, all this fuels violence
that endangers each and every one of us. And
a flu that starts in one country can become a
pandemic that sickens millions.  

Carbon emissions from cars in Boston and
factories in Beijing are melting the ice caps
and imperiling the planet. And by the way,
we’re joined here by the leader who made that
particular truth impossible to ignore, former
Vice President Al Gore, and we owe a great
debt of thanks to him.

These are the threats of the 21st century.
These are the challenges we face. And just as
no nation can wall itself off from the world, no
one nation—no matter how large, no matter
how powerful—can meet these challenges
alone. Nor can governments alone. Today’s
threats demand new partnerships across sec-
tors and across societies, creative collabora-
tions to achieve what no one can accomplish
alone. In short, we need a new spirit of global
partnership. And that is exactly the spirit that
guides this organization; I hope that it is the
spirit that guides my administration.

Here at home, we’ve summoned the Ameri-
can people to a new era of service: launching a
historic expansion of community service, more
than tripling the size of AmeriCorps, creating
a new model, an innovation fund to bring to-
gether nonprofits, foundations, the private
sector, and Government to find the communi-
ty solutions that work, to fund them and repli-
cate them across America.

Around the world, even as we pursue a new
era of engagement with other nations, we’re
embracing a broader engagement, new part-
nerships between societies and citizens, com-
munity organizations, businesses, faith-based
groups.

That’s why we’ve been speaking directly to
people around the world, including our friends
across the Muslim world, with whom we’ve
launched new beginnings based on mutual in-
terests and mutual respect. It’s why you’ve
seen Secretary Clinton in so many countries at
town halls, on local television programs, reach-
ing out to citizens and civil society. That’s why
she’s created a new initiative to promote glob-
al partnerships between business, nonprofits,
and faith groups to promote development.

In fact, this spirit of partnership is a defin-
ing feature of our foreign policy. Because Gov-
ernment and the military can work to disrupt,
dismantle, and defeat terrorist networks, but
while the violent extremists only destroy, we
have to make it clear the kind of future that we
want to build. That’s why we’re investing in
people’s education and health and welfare, as
we are doing in Afghanistan and Pakistan. And
we need to build new partnerships across re-
gions and religions. And that requires religious
leaders and NGOs and citizens to help build
the good governance and the transparent insti-
tutions and basic services upon which true se-
curity depends.  

We’re making historic investments in clean
energy and working towards deep cuts in
emissions. But we still need business to un-
leash new innovations and nonprofits to keep
up the pressure to end the threat of climate
change. 

We’re making substantial increases in for-
eign assistance. But we still need civil society
to help host nations deliver aid without
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corruption, because foreign assistance is not an
end in itself. The purpose of aid must be to cre-
ate the conditions where it’s no longer needed,
where we help build the capacity for transfor-
mational change in a society.

We’re pursuing a comprehensive global
health strategy, building on successes in the
fight against HIV/AIDS and working to end
deaths from malaria and TB and to end polio.
But these efforts will only be sustained if we im-
prove the capacity of public health systems to
deliver care, especially for mothers and chil-
dren.

We’re making major new investments in food
security. But this can’t simply be handouts of
American food. We need to share new methods
and technologies so that countries and commu-
nities can become more self-sufficient.

In short, we’re renewing development as a
key element of American foreign policy, not by
lecturing or imposing our ideas, but by listening
and working together; by seeking more ex-
changes between students and experts; new col-
laborations among scientists to promote techno-
logical development; partnerships between
businesses, entrepreneurs to advance prosperity
and opportunity for people everywhere. That’s
how we’ll confront the challenges of our time.
This is how we will seize the promise of this mo-

ment in history: standing together, working to-
gether, and building together.

It’s the spirit I’ve seen in my travels around
the world—in elected leaders and entrepre-
neurs, the heroic civil society groups, in the stu-
dents from Ankara to Cairo, from South Bend
to Strasbourg—the optimism and the faith and
the confidence that we each can make a differ-
ence.

And that’s the spirit that I see here tonight,
the spirit that says we can rise above the barri-
ers that too often divide us—country and cul-
ture, color and creed, race and religion and re-
gion—that we can come together, and that we
can leave this world even better, even more
hopeful than we found it.

So to all of you, thank you for your vision, for
your engagement, for your stick-to-it-ness. As
hard as it may be to sustain during these diffi-
cult times, your commitments have never been
more needed, they have never been more in-
spired. And I am grateful to President Clinton
for having the vision and leadership to help cat-
alyze this extraordinary collection of individuals
and the commitments you make that are mak-
ing such a difference all around the world.

Thank you very much, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. at the
Sheraton Hotel. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama of Japan
in New York City
September 23, 2009

President Obama. Good morning. Well, let
me just make a very brief statement.

I want to welcome the new Prime Minister of
Japan, Prime Minister Hatoyama. I want to
congratulate him for running an extraordinary
campaign and his party leading dramatic change
in Japan. We’ve had a very good preliminary
discussion about the critical importance of the
U.S.-Japanese alliance. It has been a corner-
stone of the security of both nations as well as
the economic prosperity of both nations for al-
most 50 years now.

And we pledged that we wanted to strength-
en and deepen that relationship. As the world’s
two largest economies, we recognize the impor-

tance of coordinating closely to continue to
move beyond the current economic crisis and to
focus our attention on how our economies are
actually providing opportunity for ordinary citi-
zens. And we also pledged to coordinate very
closely together on a range of international
threats: everything from nuclear proliferation,
the situation in North Korea, how we can help
to stabilize Afghanistan and Pakistan, and how
we address transnational issues like climate
change.

So I’ve been very impressed with the knowl-
edge and determination of Prime Minister
Hatoyama. I know how it feels to have just been
elected and form a Government and suddenly
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